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Film Information

Presented by: Sheng Yen Education Foundation , TSAY Ching-yen

Produced by: CNEX Studio Corporation

Executive Producer: TSAY Ching-yen, YANG Pei, Ben TSIANG, Ruby CHEN
Director: CHANG Chao-wei

Duration: 115 mins

Language: Mandarin, English, Japanese / Subtitles: Traditional Chinese, English
Screen Format: Widescreen 1.85:1 Full HD / Sound System: Dolby Digital 5.1
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Synopsis

In the 1940s, the time that the fate of the Chinese people and the dignity of Chinese Buddhism

fell into the nadir, a 14-year-old boy was ordained to be a Buddhist monk in Nantong, Jiangsu
Province,China. Since then he had embarked on the journey of pursuing and spreading the
Dharma for nearly 70 years. It was, moreover, a course for him to explore the refuge of his

faith and life’s dignity.

Master Sheng Yen portrays Master Sheng Yen's turbulent life and times in the form of a factual
movie. The film unfolds on the streets of New York in 1979, relating the course of Master
Sheng Yen’s life with 10-year chapters, including The Dying Fire of His Faith (1949), Second
Ordination (1959), Leaving for Japan (1969), Chan Practice and Spreading the Dharma (1979),
Founding Dharma Drum Mountain (1989), Care for Life and Death (1999), and Master Sheng
Yen’s Passing Away (2009).
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About Master Sheng Yen
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Master Sheng Yen (the “Master”) founded Dharma Drum Mountain (DDM) based on the
simple belief that “the Dharma is so good, yet so few people know about it, and so many
people misunderstand it.” He calls himself “an itinerant monk pressing ahead through the
wind and snow”, and was named one of the fifty most influential people in Taiwan during the

past 400 years.

The Master’s life was full of unexpected turns, trials, and tribulations. He had a weak physique
and was prone to illness since childhood. As a young monk, he witnessed first hand how
Buddhism was reduced to the performance of rituals; he then lived through war and served in
the military before he was finally re-ordained. The Master was always able to find a path
forward where there appeared to be none - whether it was during his solitary retreats, studies
in Japan, spreading the Dharma in the United States, or the founding of DDM. Through his
perseverance, his wisdom shined, and to him, life was a process of realizing the Buddha

Dharma.

As a Dharma heir in both the Linji and Caodong lineages, the Master dedicated his life to



promoting the Dharma. He not only traveled the world to teach Chan practice, but he also
continued to write and give speeches, despite his tight schedule, to spread the Dharma
through language and concepts accessible to the modern person. He also greatly valued
education and established several institutions to cultivate Buddhist scholars. In addition, the
Master devoted his time to help people achieve true peace of mind, and engaged in numerous

dialogues with leading figures in various fields around the world.

The Master passed away on February 3, 2009. Following his will, his ashes were buried in a
simple and environmentally friendly manner. After his passing, DDM continues to promote
and implement the idea of “Protecting the Spiritual Environment” by adhering to the late
Master’s vision and spirit - with Chinese Buddhism as its basis; with "uplifting the character of
humanity, and building a pure land on earth” as its vision; and “Extensive Academic
Education, Extensive Public Buddhist Education, and Extensive Social Care Education” as its

Three-fold Education method.
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ster Sheng Yen

About the Director

CHANG Chao-wei, from Tainan, Taiwan. Member of The Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences. Chao-wei used to work as an editor of Pots Weekly, editor-in-chief of South
Newsletter, contributing playwright/ director of PTS TW, producer of The Moving Visuals
Singapore, and head of documentary center, Sun TV HK. In 2006 Chao-wei co-founded CNEX
and has since been the group’s Chief Producer. Chao-wei is also currently the Chief Content
Adviser of Visible Influence Pictures Beijing. His published writings include Who Are Singing
Their Own Songs Over There: History of Taiwan Modern Folk Song Movements in the 1970s,
Shuttling Milankun, and The Fulcrum of Reality.



EEEmER Documentary films

2017
2016
2015
2014
2012
2007
2003

2002

2000

1998
1997

~ 2019 (BW#EE) 55— _FHEE Giving Cycles season 1 ~ 2

(BXRAE) £ _F4EE Transmitters of Heritage season 2

(X ) The Rocking Sky

(ZcZB =) Learn to Reform

(REERRIEF 1879-1942) The Non-conformist: Chen Du-xiu 1879-1942
(IPE2%) Way of Fortune

THANEN  @EXRTEE, 2RI CBRWAER) ~ (RELE  @mhAE)
Leftism Forgone, Turn Left vs. Turn Right

(BEAYG) PEERE - 28R ~ FHE -~ BB

(2222 ) Dreaming of Building

(W EEEH) HEEE The Green Silicon Island
(BmERE—MBRRERAZEIZ LT E) Throat of Mountain and Ocean
(B—REiEE ) £[EEE Crossover — Map of Ruins

(ZERAIAF ) Flying Before the Storm
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About Dharma Drum Mountain

To spread Chinese Chan Buddhism, with protecting the Spiritual Environment at the core;

to achieve the purification of the world through the Three-fold Education.

Master Sheng Yen (the “Master") once said: “My inner Dharma Drum Mountain is complete,

what about your inner Dharma Drum Mountain?”

The Master founded Dharma Drum Mountain (DDM) based on his lifelong realization of the
Buddha Dharma and his compassionate vow to build a pure land on earth. DDM is more than
a Buddhist Dharma and retreat center, a Guanyin monastery, and a “Spiritual Mountain and
Sacred Place”. DDM represents also the conviction of those individuals, families, and
communities that are dedicated to the “Protection of the Spiritual Environment”, to purify

society and human minds.

DDM is based on Chinese Chan Buddhism, with “uplift the character of humanity, and build a
pure land on earth” as its core objective. Through the Three-fold Education Method (Extensive
Academic Education, Extensive Public Buddhist Education, and Extensive Social Care
Education), DDM’s Dharma education provides comprehensive lessons on life and care,
encompassing one’s life from birth to death. Ultimately, DDM seeks to be a gentle force for
good, emanating from the inside outwards, helping individuals achieve internal peace and

thereby affecting and purifying the world.
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About Sheng Yen Education Foundation

As our founder Master Sheng Yen once said, the realization of a pure land on earth lies in the
purification of human minds; and the purification of human minds depends mainly on the
propagation and education of thoughts and ideals. Thus, Sheng Yen Education Foundation
(the “Foundation”) was established in 2006, with an educational focus to purify society and

human minds.

To make Master Sheng Yen’'s ideas and thoughts into guidelines and values more accessible to

the modern world, the Foundation is focused on: 1) educating and promoting the concept of
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“Protection of the Spiritual Environment”, and 2) the joining of academic forces to forge a new
universal value to purify the world. Ultimately, the Foundation’s objective is to allow all

people (present and future) to benefit from the Buddha Dharma.
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About CNEX

Launched in 2006, CNEX foundation is a non-profit organization devoted to the production
and promotion of documentaries of the Chinese people. To further cultivate a professional
environment and produce the best Chinese documentary films with, and for, the international

market, CNEX Studio was established in 2011. Additionally, in 2015, CNEX started a 24-hour
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channel - CNEX DOC Channel - dedicated to broadcasting documentaries. During the past
decade, films produced and distributed by CNEX have received recognition from various
international film festivals, including the Golden Horse Film Festival in Taiwan (Plastic China
The Chinese Mayor, Hip-Hop Storm, and K]: Music and Life); the Venice Film Festival (1428); the
International Documentary Film Festival Amsterdam (Plastic China); and the Hong Kong

International Film Festival (A Young Patriot).
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